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known world. Beneath it lies the paradise of the East,
with its sacred streams and glens, its brown orchards
and green fields, surrounded on all sides by vast snowy
mountains, whose lofty peaks seem to smile upon the
beautiful f alley below."

Baron Hugel asserts of this ancient ruin, which he
calls by its 'name of Korau Pandau, or, more usually,
Pandu-Koru, that it " owes its existence and name to
the most ancient dynasty of Kashmir. The great
antiquity of the ruin will be acknowledged, therefore,
when I remind the reader that the Pandu dynasty
ended 2500 years before Christ, after governing Kash-
mfr, according to their historians, nearly 1300 years."
That would give an antiquity of nearly 5000 years to
this temple: later archaeologists, however, are more
moderate in their demands upon our belief, and set it
down as erected between A.D. 370 and 500; but the
reasons for this are by no means conclusive. When
one knows nothing about the history of an ancient
temple, Jt is always safe to call it a temple of the sun;
but in this case there is some support for the suppo-
sition in the Sanscrit meaning of the word Martand.
*That,Jhowever; does not throw any light upon its age ;
and we may as well ascribe it to the Pandu dynasty as
to any other period of ancient history. Kashmfr may
have been- the mountain-retreat where Pandu himself
died before his five sons began to enact the scenes of
the Mahabharata; but modern Indian archaeologists
have got into a way of constructing serious history out
of very slight and dubious references. This is not to
t be wondered at, because the first Synthetical inquiries,
as conducted by Lassen in particular, yielded such
magnificent historical results that later antiquaries have
been under a natural temptation to raise startling edi-
fices out of mu<5h more slender and dubious material,
HtigeVs date is quite as good as that of A.D. 370; and